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Excerpt from History of the Waldenses of
Italy: From Their Origin to the
ReformationIt is a beautiful peculiarity of
this little people that it should occupy so
prominent a place in the history of Europe.
This saying of Michelet expresses so well
the opinion commonly held, that a new
attempt to write its history may, to some,
appear superfluous. It may be urged, that,
the history of the Waldenses being well
known, there is no need to rewrite it. We
reply: The history of the Waldenses is not
so well-known as is generally assumed.
Their early history has been thoroughly
explored and discussed, but has never yet
been recounted; indeed a writer of great
authority has said, The history of the
ancient Waldenses certainly remains to be
written. This is a grave omission indeed,
which may well strike us as singular. Was
it worth while, it may be asked, to trace
their origin so far back and then leave their
history unrecorded? There has been a
desire on the part of some to extend
backward their early history; with this only
as a result, that it has been crushed out of
all shape. The historian has filled it full of
fables and traditions picked up at
hap-hazard; then, as if with trumpet-blast
and clarion-ring, its antiquity was blazoned
forth. But, although the sound re-echoed
far and wide, it could not dispel the thick
cloud that overhung that peoples origin and
early days. Flatterers are more to be feared
than assailants. The former would have it
credited or imagined that the Waldenses
are of a patriarchal age - of great duration;
that they are apostolic in name and in fact,
but barren withal; that they had an
existence, but always in the cradle; that
they did not live with all the word implies,
but slept for three, seven, or even ten
centuries! It is quite possible to conceive
that such an uneventful existence - if such
could be - might well have passed
unnoticed; what we deny is that such an
existence
was
possible.About
the
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PublisherForgotten
Books
publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books.
Find
more
at
www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a
reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged
copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections
successfully;
any
imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical
works.
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period of Politiques, consisting of the French kings and their advisers, tried to balance the the late 1520s, served as a
breeding ground for the French Protestant Reformation. The Intellectual Origins of the European Reformation. pp.
History of the Waldenses : Wylie, J. A. (James Aitken), 1808-1890 This workwhich is a reprint of the Sixteenth
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Reformation], goes to prove that the Waldenses of Rorenco, Prior of St. Roch, Turin (1640), was employed to
investigate the origin and antiquity of the.
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